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POVERTY 

Question 4: 

How can creation of income earning assets address the problem of poverty? 

ANSWER: 

           The income earning assets are those assets the ownership of which are 
controlled and owned by the members of a household. These are land, capital, labour 
and different levels of skills. Poverty and inequality of income arises due to improper 
distribution of and access to such income-earning assets. The labour skills of the 
poverty-trodden population are usually traditional and poor in quality that consequently 
leads to poor income and employment opportunities. Moreover, a substantial proportion 
of population is engaged in the small scale production that often lacks capital and 
modern technology. Consequently, such techniques directly hamper the income earning 
capabilities of small scale industries. In addition to this, poor people often lack access to 
social services like proper medical and health care facilities, better education, proper 
sanitation, etc. The lack of access to such social services affects health, productivity and 

finally income earning capabilities of the poor. आय अक्जिि करने वाली संपत्ति वे पररसंपत्तिया ं
हैं क्जनके स्वाममत्व को ननयंबिि ककया जािा है और जो घर के सदस्यों के स्वाममत्व में होिी हैं।  
ये भूमम, पूंजी, श्रम और त्तवमभन्न स्िर के कौशल हैं।  ऐसी आय अक्जिि करने वाली सपंत्तियों के 
अनुचिि त्तविरण और पहंुि के कारण आय की गरीिी और असमानिा उत्पन्न होिी है।  गरीिी-
उन्मादी आिादी के श्रम कौशल आमिौर पर पारंपररक और गुणविा में खराि होिे हैं क्जसके 
पररणामस्वरूप आय और रोजगार के अवसर कम होिे हैं।  इसके अलावा, जनसंख्या का पयािप्ि 
अनुपाि छोटे पैमाने पर उत्पादन में लगा हुआ है क्जसमें अतसर पूंजी और आधुननक िकनीक 
का अभाव होिा है।  निीजिन, इस िरह की िकनीकें  सीधे लघु उद्योगों की आय अजिन क्षमिाओ ं
में िाधा डालिी हैं।  इसके अनिररति, गरीि लोगों को अतसर उचिि चिककत्सा और स्वास््य 
देखभाल सतु्तवधाओं, िेहिर मशक्षा, उचिि स्वच्छिा आदद जैसी सामाक्जक सेवाओं िक पहंुि की 



कमी होिी है। ऐसी सामाक्जक सेवाओं िक पहंुि की कमी स्वास््य, उत्पादकिा और अंि में 
गरीिों की आय अजिन क्षमिा को प्रभात्तवि करिी है। 

             

             In order to alleviate the problem of poverty, the role of income earning assets 
cannot be substituted. There are various measures that can create income earning 
assets for the poor people like providing proper access to easy credit, capital, monetary 
assistance, imparting technical skills, allotment of land to the landless and marginal 
farmers and better access to education, health services along with better access to 
information and support services for increasing their productivity. All these measures 
directly or indirectly contribute positively to the quality of human capital and their 
endowment of income-earning assets. This in turn leads to increase in the income 

opportunities and earning capabilities, thereby, contributing to the alleviation of poverty. 

गरीिी की समस्या को कम करने के मलए, आय अक्जिि करने वाली पररसंपत्तियों की भमूमका को 
प्रनिस्थात्तपि नहीं ककया जा सकिा है।  त्तवमभन्न उपाय हैं जो गरीि लोगों के मलए आय अक्जिि 
करने वाली संपत्ति िना सकिे हैं जैसे आसान ऋण, पूंजी, मौदिक सहायिा, िकनीकी कौशल 
प्रदान करना, भूममहीन और सीमांि ककसानों को भूमम का आवंटन और मशक्षा, स्वास््य सेवाओ ं
के मलए िहेिर पहुुँि के साथ उचिि पहुुँि प्रदान करना  अपनी उत्पादकिा िढाने के मलए सूिना 
और सेवाओं का िेहिर उपयोग।  ये सभी उपाय प्रत्यक्ष या अप्रत्यक्ष रूप से मानव पूजंी की 
गुणविा और आय-अजिन पररसंपत्तियों के उनके समथिन में सकारात्मक योगदान करिे हैं।  इसस े
िदले में आय के अवसरों में वदृ्चध होिी है और क्षमिाओं में वदृ्चध होिी है, क्जससे गरीिी 
उन्मूलन में योगदान होिा है। 
Question 5: 

The three dimensional attack on poverty adopted by the government has not succeeded 

in poverty alleviation in India. Comment. 

ANSWER: 

In order to alleviate poverty, government has adopted the following three dimensional 

approaches:  

(i) Trickle-down Approach- This approach is based on the expectation that the positive 
effects of economic growth will be trickled down or benefit all sections of the society and 
also the poor people.  

(ii) Poverty Alleviation Approach- This approach aimed at the creation of income-

earning assets and employment generation opportunities. 



(iii) Providing Basic Amenities- This approach aimed at providing the basic amenities 
like proper medical and health care facilities, better education, proper sanitation etc. to 
the poor people. These basic amenities positively affect health, productivity, income-
earning opportunities and, thereby, alleviate poverty. 

A thorough analysis of the three dimensional approach yield the following conclusions: 

1. Although there has been a reduction in the percentage of absolute poor in some 
of the states but still the poor people lack basic amenities, literacy, and 
nourishment. 

2. Secondly, there has not been significant change in the ownership of income-
earning assets and productive resources. 

3. Thirdly, land reforms do not have high successful records (except West Bengal 
and Kerala) that further added to the inequality of income from land. 

4. Fourthly, lack of capital and availability of easy credit, lack of modern technology 
and poor access to information and marketing became the major bottlenecks for 
the small productive houses like cottage industries and other small scale 
industries. 

5. Fifthly, improper implementation of poverty alleviation programmes by ill-motivated 
and inadequately trained bureaucrats further worsened the situation. 

6. Sixthly, corruption along with the inclination towards interest of elites led to an 
inefficient and misallocation of scarce resources. 

Therefore, it can be summed up that although various poverty alleviation programmes 
were well planned on papers but these were not implemented properly. 

 
  

 

Question 6: 

What programmes has the government adopted to help the elderly people and poor and 

destitute women? 

ANSWER: 

The government has adopted various programmes to help the elderly people and poor 
and destitute women. One of such programmes is National Social Assistance 
Programme, introduced by the central government. This programme targets elderly 
people, widows and the poor and destitute women who are alone and have no one to 
take care of them. Under this programme, these targeted people are given pension to 

sustain their livelihood. सरकार ने िुजुगि लोगों और गरीि और िेसहारा मदहलाओं की मदद के 
मलए त्तवमभन्न कायिक्रमों को अपनाया है।  इस िरह के कायिक्रमों में से एक राष्ट्रीय सामाक्जक 



सहायिा कायिक्रम है, क्जसे कें ि सरकार ने शुरू ककया है।  यह कायिक्रम िुजुगि लोगों, त्तवधवाओ ं
और गरीि और ननराचश्रि मदहलाओ ंको लक्षक्षि करिा है जो अकेले हैं और उनकी देखभाल करने 
वाला कोई नहीं है।  इस कायिक्रम के िहि, इन लक्षक्षि लोगों को अपनी आजीत्तवका िनाए रखने 
के मलए पेंशन दी जािी है। 
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